A HISTORY OF POLAND
sustained, and so disorganized the Russian army that, if
they had but realized it, the result might have been a
victory instead of defeat.
The battle was followed by a panic at Warsaw, and
the army was hurriedly increased to the strength of
100,000 men. The assistance of the peasants was invoked
with promises of small holdings in land, and this proc-
lamation Nicholas countered with an offer of abolition
of serfdom. Whatever effect these had, it is certain that
in this revolt the peasants played but a minor r6le in
comparison to their part in Kosciuszko's rebellion. On
26th May the main Polish army, which was recruited
chiefly from die ranks of the lesser gentry and the
burghers, under the command of General Skrzynecki,
encountered a decisive defeat at Ostrolenka. Not long
after the battle Marshal Diebitsch and the Grand Duke
Constantdne both died of cholera, and Marshal Paskievich,
a soldier of great energy but brutal and relentless in
temperament, was appointed to die command of the
Russian army.
Meanwhile Adam Czartoryski and the National
Government had resigned ; and other members of the
Diet reassembled, but could decide on no useful course
of action. On 6th September the Russian army stormed
the lines in front of Warsaw; by 8th September the city
had capitulated; and by 2ist October the last flame of
revolt had been extinguished in Poland. Nicholas then
proceeded to inflict retribution for the ill-fated rising
with unprecedented and ruthless vigour and cruelly.
On February 14, 1832, the Constitution conceded by
Alexander was annulled and replaced by a new organic
statute. The Polish forces were incorporated with the
Russian army; all electoral institutions were abolished;
Russians were appointed to all the important posts in the
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